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measure. , . . The power of inspiration is always more in-
tense than the means of expression. Such was the case of
Victor Hugo; in Pushkin, too, one can find traces of this
dualism."
The Possessed is actually a fragment of The Life of a
Great Sinner which has been mentioned above and which
was never written. In Dostoevsky's notebooks of that period
one finds the names of people who played a subordinate role
in his life, titles of books and recollections of events from the
time of his youth. This autobiographical preparation of The
Life of a Great Sinner led certain critics of Dostoevsky to
raise the question whether he had not himself committed a
great sin. There is also an oral tradition that one day Dosto-
evsky confessed to Turgenev that he had committed a most
infamous deed.
"Why do you tell me this?" asked Turgenev.
"To show you to what extent I despise you," Dostoevsky
is supposed to have answered.
In 1883, Strakhov, referring to "his friend" Dostoevsky, of
whom he had become the enthusiastic biographer, wrote to
Tolstoy, "He was wicked, envious, vicious. . . . Note that
his bestial sensuality did not presuppose any idea of feminine
beauty or charm. The characters in his books that are most
like him are the hero of Notes from the Underground, Svi-
drigailov in Crime and Punishment, and Stavrogin in The
Possessed"
Strakhov intimated that Dostoevsky had once raped a little
girl, and Vengerov and Viskovatov confirm this accusation.
According to Turgenev, "Viskovatov told me one day that
Dostoevsky boasted of having [had intercourse] in a bath
with a little girl brought to him by a governess." And
Bulgakov says merely that "Perhaps this is not a slander."